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ABSTRACT

This report describes the operation of Nimbus Salmon and Steelhead Hatchery
from July 1, 1976 through June 30, 1977. Tables present numbers of adult fish
trapped, eggs taken, fish reared and released, and daily river flow, weather
conditions, and water and air temperatures.

There were 5,236 king salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) trapped, which produced

9,463,625 eggs. The winter-run steelhead (Salmo gairdnerii gairdnerii) produced
1,507,875 eggs. .

During the year we planted an estimated 4,312,175 fingerling and 127,170 yearling
king salmon, and 121,300 fingerling and 370,260 yearling winter-run steelhead.
Because of expected critically high temperatures, no king salmon were held for
rearing to yearlings.

1/ Anadromous Fisheries Branch Administrative Report No. 78-11.

Submitted April 1978.



INTRODUCTION

This is the 22nd annual report of the Nimbus Salmon and Steelhead Hatchery. The
hatchery is operated by the California Department of Fish and Game under contract
with the United States Bureau of Reclamation. This report summarizes the activities
of the hatchery during the fiscal year 1976-77 with particular reference to numbers
of fish trapped, spawned and released, eggs taken and fish produced.

PRODUCTION SUMMARY

During 1976-77 we took an estimated 10,971,500 eggs and planted approximately
4,930,905 salmon and steelhead (Table 1).

Table 1. Nimbus Hatchery Production Summary, 1976-77

Number Eggs Fingerlings Yearlings Total kg On hand

Species trapped taken planted planted planted June 30, 1977
King salmon

1975 BY a/ 127,170 6,123

1976 BY 5,236 9,463,625~ 4,312,175 18,066
Steelhead

1976 BY b/ 121,300 370,260 40,068

1977 BY 1,307 1,507,875~ 673,390
a/

Of these, 2,427,100 were shipped to the Coleman National Fish Hatchery and
500,550 were shipped to the Mokelumne River Fish Installation.

b/ Of these, 291,440 were shipped as follows: 30,300 to the Mokelumne River

Fish Installation, 41,900 to the Feather River Hatchery and 219,240 to the
Coleman National Fish Hatchery.

HATCHERY OPERATIONS

The fish weir was installed by Bureau of Reclamation personnel on September 22,
1976. Hatchery personnel removed rocks and debris from the picket channel and:

set pickets on October 4 and 5. Flows in the river were reduced to about 22.65 m3/s
(800 cfs) on October 1 which made it much easier for the crew to work on the river-
bed and picket channel.

During the week of October 18 several large king salmon were stranded on damaged
portions of the weir foundation cover because of the low flows. It was decided
to install sheets of plywood on the face of the north half of the weir, thus
directing the river flow through the south haif. This increased the water depth
over the downstream portion of the weir foundation, eliminating stranding loss
of fish,


































































